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GORT CHURCH, GRAVEYARD AND CROSS 300 ft + OD

Cs 59; 1IG NGR
Th&'ggg;g‘g;gig;£&ated on the summit of a low drumlin with fine views to
the E and S over the Blackwater Valley, but they are elsewhere overlooked
by higher ground.

The site was originally a pre-Norman monastic site founded by either
Dachiarag or Ciaran. The Annals of Ulster refer to the site in the obits
of a scribe (810) and an abbot (838). The Medieval parish church, which
had a high valuation, was destroyed with other churches in 1380. It is
the remains of this church which is now visible. These consist of a
plain rectangular building which measures 18 m EW by 6 m NS internally
with walls that are 1 m thick. The NE corner stands to the height of the
gable and the slight remains of the E window exhibit no carved details.
The W wall and adjoining N wall each survive to a height of some 2 m with
the S wall standing about 1.2 m high, There are no traces of windows in
these walls and some stones are clearly modern additions. There was
perhaps a door towards the E end of the N wall where a 0.9 m gap in the
foundations exists. There is a corresponding gap in the S wall defined
by dressed stone. The threshold consists of a set of crude steps which
lead down into the church and there appears to be a bolt socket carved in

one of the dressed stones on the W side of the doorway.

Cross. (after Roe 1956). This 'primitive' style sandstone cross is
situated to the W of the church. It stands some 2 m tall and consists of
a slightly tapering shaft which is almost square in section measuring
0.30 m wide 0.32 m thick. The shaft is surmounted by a circular head

0.7 m in diameter. Above this head the shaft projects some 0.2 m and at
each side the arms, which are short, protrude 0.04 m (4 cm). It is clear
that the carving of the cross was never completed possibly on account of
a flaw in the stone which can be seen extending through the thickness of
the block and is clearly visible on the W side extending from above one
arm onto the field of the head. The W side is marked out with the
carvers guide lines and the boss in the centre has been just begun. On
the E side the lightly incised lines of a ring headed cross may be seen,
with curved angles at the intersections of the arms. The surfaces of the

N and S sides and the ends of the arms are plain.
Roe. H. "S. Ard" (1956) p 88.

SMR 59:6 28 June 1989 EH
503

-




TYRONE SURVEY
GORT CHURCH, GRAVEYARD and CROSS. 300ft + 0D
Cs 59 3 16 NGR

The sites are situatfd on the summit of a low drumlin with fine
wven It Poeboalien vA%an,

views to the E and S but they are elsewhere overlooked by higher
ground. i

The site was originally a pre-Norman monastic site founded by
either Dachiarag or Ciaran. The Annals of Ulster refert to the
=ite in the obits of a scribe (810) and an abbot (838). The
Medieval parish church, which had a high valuation, was destroyed
with other churches in 1380. It is the remains of this church
which is now visible. These consist of a plain rectangular build-
ing which measures 18 m EW by 6 m NS internally with walls that
are 1 m thick. The NE corner stands to the height of the gable
and the slight remains of the E window exhibit no carved
gﬁiﬁgons. The W wall and adjoining N wall each survive to a
height of some 2 m with the 8 wall standing about 1.2 m high.
There are no traces of windows in these walls and some stones are
clearly modern additions. There was perhaps a door towards the E
end of the N wall where a 0.9 m gap in the foundations exists.
There is a corresponding gap in the 8§ wall defined by dressed
stone. The threshold consists of a set of crude steps which lead
down into the church and there appears to be a bolt socket carved
in one of the dressed stones on the W side of the doorway.

Cross. (after Roe 1956). This ‘primitive’ style sandstone cross

is situated to the W of the church. It stands some 2 m tall and

consists of a slightly tapering shaft which is alomst square in
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section measuring 0.30 m wide 0.32 m thick. The shaft is sur-—
rmounted by a circular head 0.7 m in diameter. Above this head
the shaft projects some 0.2 m and at each side the arms, which
are short, protrude 0.04 m (4 cm). It is clear that the carving
of the cross was never completed possibly on account of a flaw in
the stone which can be seen extending through the thickness of
the block and is clearly visible on the W side extending from
above one arm onto the field of the head. The W side is marked

out with the carvers guide lines and the boss in the centre has
Y

Jord |
s beer’ /begun. On the E side the lightly incised lines of a
ring headed cross may be seen, with curved angles at the inter-—
sections of the arms. The surfaces of the N and S sides and the

ends of the arms are plain.

Roe. H, "S. Ard" (1956) p 88.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS, ERRIGAL KEEROGUE CHURCH, CO TYRONE INTERIM SUMMARY

Work undertaken 3 March-3 April 1980; Beaghmore team. Objectives - to make a
full record of previous conservation work; to complete photographic coverage of
masonry; to examine foundations of all walls; to examine evidence for N and S
doors; to test for a W door; to examine fully the N wall; to test for evidence
that the E end of the church might be a later extension. To consider these
factors for future conservation.

Trenches were cpened at various points inside and outside the church. Due to
intensive burial, soil stratigraphy was absent. Numerous human bones, coffin
fragments and furniture were uncovered but reburied. A few sherds of everted
rim coarse pottery were excavated and retained. More than one type of foundation
structure was noted, varying from complete absence through to well faced coursed
footings. In numerous instances foundations on one side of a wall differed in
type from those on the other. Detailed drawings and photographs made. No floor
levels inside the church were noted.

The N and S doors were previously presented asgaps within those walls. In the

Il door, one side (W) was defined by a large 'foundation' slab upon which the wall
stood. Excavations found that the wall in fact ran beneath the door area and

that traces of a formal opening were not surviving. The S door was previously defined
Ly two steps. On the W side a large 'foundation' stone formed an apparent edge.

The slabs forming the steps were shown to rest on soil as opposed to being part of

a masonry build. This would suggest a late date, possibly a 'formalisation' of a

gap in the wall. Inside the doorway excavations found a break in footings but the
reasons for this were not clear. Complete excavation would have necessitated
uestruction of the present doorway and was therefore avoided.

Refacing of the W gable, central section interior face, gave the impression of a
Llocied w door. Lxcavations within the church noted that slippage of footings
beneath this area (caused by burial) had weakened facing support. There wes no
evicence (change in footings, worked stone, density of occupation material) to
indicate a W door. No work was done outside the VW gable.

The N wall appeared to be one place where evidence for an E extension to the church
might be obtained. There was a noticeable contrast between footings from W to E
on the outer face of the wall. However, there was a similar contrast between
inner and outer faces, confusing interpretation.

on the W side of the N door this distinction between inner and outer face was
marked, but could not be used to indicate constructional phases. As well as this
feature, it was frequently noted that a thin soil horizon intruded between base of
wall and footings. In an attempt to resolve thiése inconsistencies, part of the N
wall vas demolished to obtain a section through it. However, this revealed traces
of an earlier wall, and as such failed to answer this question.

Future Conservation

No evidence was recovered to date the surviving building. No evidence was found
to date or accurately galge the size or authenticity of N and S doors. As Bllch,

it would seem that the best approach would be to present them as they have
previously been presented, although with a certain amount of tidying up.
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A length of the W section of the S wall has been incorrectly restored. This
should be demolished and realigned between the inner SW corner and the W edge of
the S door.

Much of the inner face of the E half of the N wall has been disturbed by burial.
A line may be established from the inner NE corner to the surviving inner facing
adjacent to the N door. Facing should not be continued to a height greater than
just above ground level. The N door can be presented as previously. Facing
lines exist for the W half of the N wall and conservation in this area should be
straightforward, although certain peculiarities of the inner face should be
examined closely.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY OF NORTHERN IRELAND, 66 BALMORAL AVENUE, BELFAST BT9 6NY
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ounded by people, and Christ in
w (New Testament) side has the
1¢ Multiplication of Loaves and
ind the Crucifixion. On the s side
the Lion, David killing Goliath,
the Egyptian desert. The scenes
t the Baptism, the annointing of
: Slaughter of the Innocents have
+ is likely for the cross. Arboe
ld N of the graveyard, overgrown
ted church in the graveyard (not
ut is probably of the early 17th

chacol 4 (1897-8), 1-6; PSAMNI
acha 2 no 1 (1956), 81-3.

e busy road junction at the w end
e old graveyard. This sandstone
n or near its present site, tradi-
he priest Colum there with book
:ll associated with Donaghmore
n the National Museum, Dublin.
sent cross is made up of parts of
atching the upper shaft and head.
{ the 17th century and re-erected in
| resting mixture of figure-carving
, i-shaped and semicircular frames.
{ : Shepherds, the Adoration of the
{ cation of Loaves and Fishes, the
| are Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel
{ eman, perhaps unfinished, on the
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RS
133

130 Arboe .(,'rusx. west side. 131 Donaghmore Cross, cast side.

w side of the base.

PSAMNI (1940), 245; H Roe in Seanchas Ardmhacha 2 no 1 (1936, 85-7.

141 Dungororan Rath (H738693)

515 miles (88 km) Nw of Dungannon, NE of the B
approached by narrow farm lanes, prominently sited on a glacial h‘illlup‘
The rath is circular, its interior considerably raised. with traces of a low
bank and a wide wet surrounding ditch.

43 to Pomerov.

142 Errigal Keerogue Cross and Church (H585570 :
In Gort townland, 2% miles (44 km) W of Ballvgawley. reached by minor
roads N and Nw from the A4 Ballvgawley-Clogher road. The ridge-top
graveyard is beautifully sited overlooking the Clogher valley. An early

141




monastery associated with St Ciaran (Dachiarog and the medieval parish historical prominence in the 11

church were here. The cross w of the church has been called “archaic” and inauguration place of the Cer
‘primitive’. butitis clearly unfinished. On the 1 lacea ringed cross is lightly residence of the O'Hagans wk
I tooled; on the w a flat boss was worked and straught lines marked, but the guration ceremony. The O'Ha
stone was not further cut back, perhaps because ol the flaw visible on the s walled gravevard at the foot o
side. Until recently the church was densely overgrown, but clearance and classic rath form. An inner pols
conservation have revealed opposed doors to N and s and a base batter on the an outer bank by a wide, flat
£ wall. Numerous querns and quern fragments have been found in the pictorial map with two gateway
gravevard and a few are built for display into the N wall. together with a cast inauguration chair on the hillsi
of a medieval burial monument found in the gravevard. St Kieran's Well is English Lord Deputy Mountjc
across the road to the NE. The work of clearing and presc

PSAMNI(1940), 254; H Roe in Seanchas Ardmhacha 2no 1:1956), 88: N F help from Mr J Tullvhogue (

Brannon in Ulster 7 Archacol 44-45 (1981-2), 200-202. Ulster ¥ Archaeol 5 (1857, 23

143 Killyliss Rath (H757606
235 miles (4-4 km) wsw of Dungannon, approached from the N by minor

roads from the A4 (old main road . The rath has a very substantal bank., MEDIEVAL MONUME?
flanked by inner and outer ditches. Small-scale excavaton done 1963 1s 3 i vEth L0l
not vet published. < e

I 145 Harry Avery's Castle

Yamile (1:2 km) sw of Newtow
minor road to Rakelly. On a g
valley routes. The castle 1s nan
in 1392, but it is not certain wi
It is an unusual and interestng
artificially scarped natural mot
surrounded by a polvgonal cur
end is a tower which looks like :
towers, but the only way int
through the hall at first floor
tower-house rather than a true
for the main door, latrine chute
vaults.

EMand HM Jopeand E A Jc
S G Rees-Jones and D M Wat

132 144 Tullaghoge Fort (H825743
In Ballvmully Glebe townland, 22 miles (4:0 k' sskE of Cookstown, E of
the B162 Cookstown to Stewartstown road. The entrance is on a difficult
corner, with a small carpark at the foot of the hill. trom which an uphill path
leads to the site. This magnificent hilltop enclosure commands wide views

and. planted with trees. is visible trom miles around. The site comes into

146 Magheraglass Church
4Y4 miles (6-8 km) wsw of Coc
overgrown remains of a ruins

| pre-Norman church, its W w:

! signposted or presented (1982

'~ : . : el 3 H B Carter in ¥ Roy Soc Antic
132 Tullaghoge Fort, air view with Donaghrisk gravevard visible towards top right. 239.
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———(1955). ‘Excavations at Seafin castle and
Ballyroney motte and bailey', Ulster J. Archaeol.,
18 (1955). 83-104

—  (1958A). ‘Excavations at Ballyfounder
rath. Co. Down'. Ulster J. Archaeol., 21 (1958).
39-61
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Tid

(1958B). *A note on Dundrum castle. Co
Down'. Ulster J. Archaeol.. 21 (1958). 63-66
(1959). *Excavations at Lismahon. Co
Down’. Medieval Archaeology, 3 (1959). 139-76
—(1963). ‘Excavations at Duneight. Co
Down'. Ulster J. Archaeol., 26 (1963). 55-78

A MEDIEVAL CARVED ST()N[-’I FROM ERRIGAL KEEROGUE CHURCH.
COUNTY TYRONE

Early in 1980 Dr Peter Harbison, archaeologist
with Bord Fiilte, drew the writer's attention to the
existence of an unusual ‘tombstone’. formerly
located at Errigal Keerogue church. Gort town-
land (O.S. 6in. Tyrone. sheet 59; grid reference
H 585570). Though seen at the site some years
previously, the stone was no longer at this State
Care monument and was feared stolen. 1 ocal
enquiries, however, rev ealed that the stone had
been removed for safekeeping by the parish
priest, and, following his death, had been stored
by a local teacher. The stone (Fig. 1) has been
returned to the care of the Historic Monuments
and Buildings Branch, Department of the
Environment (N.I.) and a replica has been placed
at the church

The stone, approximately 46 cm. wide. 9cm
deep and with a surviving length of 91 cm.. depicts
on one face a three-quarter length human figure
carved in a very low relief, indeed almost incised
(Pl. 1a). On both long sides are carved two shallow
lines which run the full surviving length (Pl 1b)
There is no corresponding decoration on the prob-
ably original (though partly damaged) lower end,
whilst the upper end is damaged The rear face is
entirely rough, without dressing In one corner of
the carved face, against the head outline. isa small
rectangular depression, 8 cm by 3cm.. 0.75cm
deep. This is not repeated elsewhere on the stone
and may not be contemporary with the figure carv-
ing. No firm interpretation can be offered for it,
though its regular shape suggests a socket for an
iron bar, which would have risen perpendicularly
from the stone

The figure lies within a poorly-defined border
found on the longer sides only. most clearly seen
in the lower half of the slab, where ithasa width of
8-9 cm. Its clarity here appears to be related to the
definition of the lower arms, since around the
upper arms and shoulders it is barely visible. The
border is undecorated, and may have been
intended to suggest the outline of a coffin

An immediate impression of the figure within is
that it is meant to portray a knight, but apart from

the general posture of the arms there are no fea-

tures of clothing. armour or sword to support this

The area adjacent to the left arm was closely
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Plate 1.

examined for traces of a sword either under it or
parallel to it, but no evidence was found. nor can
the shape of the border on this side be taken as
such a feature

The very low relief might suggest that details of
clothing have been abraded but, while damage
marks are visible on the carving. abrasion on such
an overall scale appears unlikely. Whilst the
general smoothing out of ‘soft’ items of clothing,
such as a surcoat or brigandine, or even chain-
mail, might be possible, there are no traces of
‘hard’ items, such as buckles or plates. The line
across the right shoulder is not a besagew (protect-
ing plate) but damage to the stone

The outline of the hands, expressed in quite a
severe triangulated form. is suggestive of chain-
mail gloves, but there is no accompanying mail
delineation on hands or arms (Pl. 1). The passive
position of the hands over the groin is not a com-
mon feature (the usual position is that of the hands
raised in prayer over the chest). However, this
does not appear to be a chronological feature or
an aid to interpretation. The head of the figure is
expressed as a sub-circular hollow, with an aver-
age diameter of 17 cm.. and 2.5 cm. deep. Though
the outline of this feature is fairly well defined, the
junction with the shoulders. without a neck, is
irregular. Since the feature appears original. it is
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A medieval carved stone from Errigal Keerogue church, Co. Tyrone.

suggested that some facial representation, poss-
ibly in another medium (e.g., wood, brass, alabas-
ter) was inserted. There are no dowel holes to aid
attachment, but this form of embellishment, most
commonly on incised figure carving of the 14th
and 15th centuries, is not uncommon in a Euro-
pean context (Greenhill 1976, passim)

Taken in all, then, the absence of distinctive
apparel, particularly a sword, suggests that
although interpretation of the figure as a knight is
the likely and conventional one, there is little
detail to support this. Assuming such an inter-
pretation for the sake of argument, however, the
absence of plate armour (early 15th-century
floruit (Greenhill 1976, 158)) and the low relief of
the carving (iater carving has fuller relief (Hunt
1974, passim)) suggests at the latest a 14th-century
date for the work.

No close parallels have been found for the
piece, and its context at Errigal Keerogue is unex-
plained. There is nothing in the surviving church
fabric to indicate the presence of a tomb niche,
and the stone, a dark reddish-grey sandstone, is
not common at the site. Though a full account of
the site has vet to be published (Brannon and
Hamlin, forthcoming). and despite some histor-
ical confusions between it and the nearby Ballyna-
saggart church (P.5.A.M.N.I., 254), there are no




known historical personages associated with the
site with whom the carving can be linked.

N. F. BRANNON

Historic Monuments and
Buildings Branch, Department
of the Environment (N.1.)
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A SMALL EXCAVATION AT CASTLE LUG, GREENISLAND, COUNTY ANTRIM

Following planning proposals for redevelopment
in the immediate vicinity of Castle Lug. a sche-
duled monument, a small excavation was con-
ducted in November 1980 in an attempt to estab-
lish its ground plan and chronology. Thesite (O.S.
6in. map, Antrim sheet 52; Carrickfergus West
Division; grid reference J 375844) consists of the
remains of the N. wall and NE. corner of a prob-
able tower-house, abutted on the N. and S. sides
by modern sheds (Fig. 1). The monument appears
today as it did in the early 19th century:- *.
nothing now remains but a portion of the N. wall
27 ft long and 25 ft high — with a very small portion
of the E. side attached to it. The walls which are
3ft 6in. in thickness are built of sharp undressed
quarry stones well laid and closely and firmly
cemented by grouting made from sea sand . . .
those (stones) at the corners have been removed
for modern purposes . .." (Ordnance Survey
Memoirs). Similar descriptions are found in
O’Laverty (1884, 78) and M’Skimmin (1909, 371)

An unusual feature of the surviving N. wall is a
break which rises for the entire height of the
masonry (illustrated in M'Skimmin 1909, 370).
The break is faced on either side by jambs which
narrow outwards from the interior, and is at pre-
sent blocked by later masonry and the remains of a
forge which occupied the S. shed. While it is
assumed that this must represent the remains of a
window, there is no sign of a masonry division
indicating storeys within the structure, nor does
the interior wall face preserve traces of first floor
supports. The exterior face of the N. wall. now
within a modern shed, has been partly refaced and
a masonry sequence cannot be detected.

202

The 19th-century accounts (above) suggest that
the tower-house was square in ground plan,
though this was not apparent at the time of
excavation. Enough remained of the NE. corner
to extrapolate the line of the E. wall, whilst the
inner face of the W. wall appeared to survive
within the small lean-to shed adjacent to the
forge. From this a probable E.-W. exterior wall
dimension of ¢. 9 m. (30 ft) is indicated. However,
neither the lengths of the E. and W. walls, nor the
line of the S. wall, could be demonstrated through
manual or machine excavation, and the N.-S.
dimension of the building remains unknown.

Removal of the (modern) hard-core and con-
crete floor of the forge gave directly onto subsoil
clay. Excavation at the base of the E. wall of the
forge located a line of unmortared stone footings
which, in terms of comparative wall thickness,
may have been original to the tower-house. The
same could not be shown for the N. wall interior
face, however, and with the absence of a founda-
tion trench the dating of the footings must remain
conjectural. Artifacts from the excavations were
meagre, consisting of a single body sherd of prob-
able 16th- or 17th-century Scottish green-glazed
reduced earthenware and two sherds of 18th-
century British stoneware. No chronology of the
structure can therefore be offered from the
excavation.

A wide late-medieval date bracket for the
tower-house can possibly be narrowed down by
documentary evidence. The site is also called
Cloughlougherty (O’Laverty 1884, 78). which
place-name, in approximately the right location,
occurs on a c. 1570 map of Belfast Lough
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ERRIGAL KEEROGUE parish, Gort townland (A). 0.S. 59;
H/585570. Airegal-da-chiarog. Patron Dachiarog or Ciaran,
but uncertain which saint of this name (patron day unrecorded).
A.U. gives obit of abbot and scribe 810 and abbot 838.
Medieval parish church with erenaghs; high valuation 1306.
Destroyed with other churches 1380 (MeXsA.)s Extensive ivy-
covered ruin of church in qrowded graveyard. Graveyard
markedly higher at W, end. SITE (P1, l): over 350 ft,
prominent ridge, overlooked by ridge to N., but overlooking
Blackwater valley to S.

MATERIAL: (ROUND TOWER., Shaw Mason (1819, 155) makes it
clear tower was at Franciscan friary site, not old church:
'The foundations of a round tower were to be seen there within
ten years, but now, even the ruins have disappeared.' This
was site in Ballynasaggart townland, near modern C. of I.
MMm(%wMumswsmmwbuufmmﬁmwrum)m
H/599570. Unfortunately other writers have transferred tower
to old church site, eg. P.S. 1940, 254 and, recently, Gwynn
and Hadcock 1970, 384. I see no reason to suppose this was
an early round tower.)

i) CROSS (P1. 125). West of W. end of ruined church, Sand-
stone, 0dd general impression; called 'primitive! (A.M.S.C.
1962, 78) and 'archaic!' (Crawford 1907, 199) but clearly
unfinished, so present appearance misleading. At least 6 ft
10 ins high. Shaft 10 ins to 1 ft 1 in. wide and 1 ft 3 ins
thick, decreasing to only 74 ins at top. Large solid ringed

head, arms project only about 1 in. 2 ft 10 ins across arms.,
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Top of shaft projects 1 ft 1 in. above ring. E. side: ring
and hollowed intersection of arms marked out 1lightly but
stone not cut back. Good light needed to see at all clearly.
W. side: at centre flat boss, diameter 7% ins, within square
of setting-out lines (two below boss). No sign of circle on
this side. N. and S, sides undecorated; main feature is
marked thinning of shaft above ring when seen in profile

(P1. 1). Clear flaw in stone above arm on S. side. 0.S..
Lists report cross said to have been over principal door of
church: sounds highly unlikely! Perhaps another stone, now
lost. Roe 1956, 88 and pl. XI.

i1i) BULLAUN, 0,S. marks 'St Kieran's Stone' 3 chains W. of
church, In 0,8, Lists said to have indentations and to have
been part of St Kieran's altar., I did not find this, but
Davies, O.,, in U.J.A. 4 (1941), 41, describes rough irregular
boulder, about 2 ft cubed, with two probably artificial
hollows, to N, about 9 ins deep, to S. shallower but wider.
iii) WELL. 0,S., marks 'St Kieran's Well' on N, side of
church, NE. of church, formerly resorted to for wart cures
(Marshall, J.J., Clochar na Righ (1930), 74).

(0ther material, none of it certainly within my chronological

limits.

1) Grotesque female figure - sheela-na-gig, in Ulster Museum.
Reported from Ballygawley; thought to be from Errigal
Keerogue. A very unattractive example of its (unpleasant)
kind.

2) Various stones. Marshall (op. cit., 75): 'When sinking

graves in the old churchyard numerous dressed stones have
from time to time been brought to light - portions of corbels,

pillars and even sculptured heads.' Some stones in large
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collection at Faveur Roy 11, Co. Tyrone, said to come from
here. 1 saw rothing +here clearly before C. 1200, though
there are scveral later pleces.

3) Lower oi tvo fonts in Ballynasaggart C. of I. church (Pl.
137). Inverted and used as pase to upper (sixteenth or
seventeenth century?) fonte. Sandstone. 1 ft 1 in. high,
upper circumference 3 £t 2 ins, lower 4 ft 10} ins. Mouth
(at bottom now and obscured by cement) rectangle with rounded
corners, S. side 1 ft 7 ins long, N. 1 ft 5 ins, E. and W.

1 ft 1 in., Rounded outline at base. Sides decorated with
pecked circles with central sunken dot, some 1inked by pecked
iine. A puzzling piece: I can £ind no good Early Christian
parallels for decoration which seems to have more in common
with negalithic art (cf. Sesskilgreen nearby), yet 2 font is
not a prehistoric type, and this is hardly a 'basin’' of New
Grange type. Unknown provenance: Ballynasaggart friary or
Errigal Keerogue suggested. P.S. 1940, 254, brief account .

Nowhere illustrated or fully discussed.)

Shaw Mason 1819, 137 T3 Marshall, op. cit. above, 74=53
Roe 1956 gilves sketch by Wai ~man of sitve, also in O!'Hanlon
Lives of Irish Saints, vol. 35, 116; Gwynn and Fadcock 1670,
38L, unfortunately perpetuzte two errors: for round tower
sec above, and '... said counded by St Macartin (d. 506):
Lewis'. Lewis (1837, I, 6€09) gives very mudcled account,
partly based on Shaw Mason. Shaw Mason confuses Errigal with
Oriel and so Errigal Xeerogue with Clogher (where Rathmore
sometimes called Rath oriel). Father MacDermott in S.Aey 2
no. 2 (1957) suggests ci1l M8r Magh Enir in this parishe.
Father Gallagher in C.R. 7 no. 2 519755, 284-5, locates it
in townland of Grange (medieval 'Grange of Moyenner'). This
church sometimes concused with Kilmore (Arey, QeVe)s Obit of
abbot 750, obit 770, obit of hishop and abbot 812, erenagh
and vice-abbot injurcd 818, obit of bishop 842, olundered DY
Vikings 874 (all A.U.). T have not yet been able to pursue
this in the field. Gwyan and Hadcock 1970, 39, obscurn
rather than clarify.
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ERRIGAL KEEROGUE, CO. TYRONE

In the old graveyard of Errigal Keerogue is a massive sandstone cross
Between six and seven feet in height it consists of a shaft about one fogt
in width, surmounted by a circular solid head, 2 feet 4 inches in diameter &8
Above this head the shaft projects about seven inches and at each side
the arms, which are extremely short, protrude for an inch or so.

It is clear that the cuttmg of this monument was never completed
perhaps on account of the serious flaw in the stone. This extends right &
through the thickness of the block and may be clearly seen on the W. side 3
where it curves in from above one arm onto the main field of the head
(PL. XI). On this side the stone is marked out by the worker’s guide
lines and a boss in the centre of the head has been begun.

On the E. side (Pl. XI) may be seen the lightly incised lines for a
ring-head cross with curved angles at the intersection of the arms.

The surfaces of the N. and S. sides and the ends of the arms are plain.

ERRIGAL KEEROGUE, CHURCH AND GRAVEYARD

Drawn on wood by W. F. Wakcman, from a sketch made on the spot by
ev. John O’Hanlon
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Gort td, St. Kieran's Churcl, Er
About 1.m. W. of Bally ;
building of internal Cimensions about GO ft. by 20 ft. with walls 35 H. thick. < The
N.LE. corner stands to ke heivht of {he gable, but there are no carved muilions of
the E. window. The W. wall and adjeining portions of the N. and S. walls are
about 9 {t. high, but some siones scem to have been replaced on them in recent-times,
and there are no traces of windows. There was, perhaps, a door on the N., where
there is a gap in the {foundations. On the S. there Is one carved jamb of a door wiil
bolt socket, and several ashilar blocks which formed the other jamb, giving a door
3 t. 4 ins. wide. il s

Al ieerogire

ggart Bridge. Tyr. Sh, 59, Plan 2, Tr. 3. Rectangular

<

Gort td, Errigal Keerogtue Cross

To W. of church just described.  Tyr. Sh. 59, Plan 2, Tr. 3. Crosﬁ v_.'i!h solid x"in;;,
wheuce the arms project slightly and the top vather more. On the K, is npparfn.ly a
circular border, on the W, a slighily raised boss in a square frame, but no .nr(h‘ur
ornamentation is now visible, and the faces are very rough. I'L‘St:md.\' about G {i.
from the ground, and the shalt has .;t;‘:;';u':z.nﬁ'ly dx::u;:g_n-:u'cd. The top measures 1
ft. by 7ins.  The cross is in charge of the Ministry of Iinance. At l'.'x’v:)r l\())i‘ll isQ
carved head with brokea base about 14 ins. by 9 ins. and 2 It. vlng.h. [l scuipture
is very flat, the nosc and cyes merely outlined, the cars project slightly ; roa:n‘d the
forchead is apparently a crown. This ligure is believed to have b?cn brought by
Dr. Groves from Lrrigal Keerogue, where it stood over St. chyan s_Wcll_; but it
may have originally formed a_canopy f(_)}' the cross, though its dimensions are
slightly larger. In charge of Ministry of Finance. Plate 52. 0.D.

JRS.AL, XXXVII, 1007, p. 195.

59:b




IRISH SHEELA-NA-GIGS IN 1935 119

legs. The right arm is wanting, but the left is in the usual position.
The vague definition in the lower abdominal region suggests that
alterations may have been made. Fig. 27.

JCHAS., ix, 1903, p- 206, with illustration.

(99). KrurinaNe CHURex - seven miles north of Clonmel. The
figure is horizontal, on a quoin of the south angle of the west wall
of the ruined church : the upper side is much weathered.

Type II. Fig. 24.

O’Donovan, Ordnance Survey Letters, Tipperary II, 1840,
P- 152 (Typed Copy).

PR.IA,, ii, 184044, p. 571.

J.RSAL, xxxix, 1909, P. 278; xli, 1911, p. 387.

(60). KILTINANE Castre. A higure described fancifully in
P.R.LA. ii, 184044, p- 570, as “ holding the lucky horse-shoe in
one hand, and a cross or dagger in the other.” As Col. R. Cooke,
the then owner of the castle, mentions no figure there. but speaks
of “very perfect specimens ™ (i.e. in the plural) in the church,
it is possible that the writer in P.R.IA. is mistaken in attributing
a sheela-na-gig to the castle. In the present state of the church
1t 1s impossible to ascertain whether a second figure is there or
not. See Col. Cooke’s Note in JRSAL, xxxix (1909). p. 278.

(61). L1aTamor OLp CHURCH : five and a half miles from Urling-
ford on the south-east side of the road to Cashel. The figure lies
horizontally on the sandstone impost of the north doorway of the
larger of the two churches. It is a good deal stylised and suggests
a decorative motif, and beine on sandstone is probably not later
than the twelfth century.

Type I (c). Fig. 28.

North Munster Archzological Journal, iii, 1914, p. 83-85.

Co. TyroxE.

(62). ERRIGAL KEEROGUE. A figure found in the old church of
Airiagol Dachiarog, near Ballygawley : now in the Municipal
Museum, Belfast. Type 1 (a).

Ancient Monuments of Northern Ireland in State Charge, p. 31.

Co. WESTMEATH,

(63). CooLATORE. The figure is carved on a slab said to have
come from Carne Castle, and now in the possession of Henry Upton,
Esq. Type I (a). Fig. 29.

R e
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stones covered with piral m:q irkings, and the other with diamond
markings. On mw'}ux of the stones is a very small cup inside
several circles. A stor ne, evidently a cove ring stone, is lying amongst
the undererowth of bushes that sy rround the grave.

About two hundr d perches from the grave, in a different field,
is another stone about fifty-two in hes high, with a smaller
one standing aboy thirty-six inches hje h, parallel to it, with about
SIX to eight inches of space between, ] here are no marks on either,

houlder of the larger stone there IS a

he approach of wet we ather. The cou

" that when the stone js bleeding it is a sien of rain. This

-.EIr-f!ui and perh 1ps explained by one held in Inismur-

> south-west corner of Fech Molaisse is a dark red ap-

tused by the growth of a sm all fungus. The natives say

hat it is caused by the blood of a m: irtyred saint, and that however
often it is scraped away it will come again.”

In Glencull—the n xt Iu\\rzl ind—there 1\ a boulder stone lying
flat, with ¢ markings as well as hq les made by the weather. It
i 5 green inscribed standing stone,
there is one of those curious little earthen
> herdsmen sought s} at night wi th their

1elter
prey, and often by day }ml to defend them-

standing
t

ers came to rol It has 1}1.'m':nvm
surro some six or eijg i.t
broad flat the fort, but no

stone used as a

ed on the
1 th of September, I900, there was unearthed another
ne lined > in the townland of Shant: ivney.  About a dozen
large stone ounded the burial place which ¢ ntained two cham-

bers. In these a quantity of bones in a perfect state of preservation,
a4 Very rare urn !uwl'hl\u]} carved and line narked, with some
thirty fragments of urns were discovered. The grave is : h«rm fifteen
feet long and four feet wide,

Following this phase of culture
found in the distri t, came the introduction of Christianity by
Dachiarog, who probably founded a primitive church on the spot now
occupied by the uI 1 graveyard, with its ruin of a church and very
arly form of stone cross. It is of a curious stumpy 1)’[»:‘ without
perforation or arms, There is a boss in the centre of the we st face
1d traces of carving. A short account with i hmmnun is given
mm " Ancient Monuments of Northern Ireland in State Charge’
(1928), pp. 31-33. Nearby is an anci nt holy well still occasionally
resorted to as the rags h 1anging on the adjoining bushes testify,

The Dachiarog from whom the parish takes its name was evi-
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dently a minor prophet as in the Four Masters, under A.D. 823,
there is this entry :—*“ It was to foretell this [a battle over the pri-
macy of Armagh] that Dachiarog, i.e., the saint of Airicul, prophe-
sied.” Then again in A.D. 837, it is recorded that *“ Ceallach, son
of Cosgrach, Abbot of Airicul Ciarog (died).”

The Northern Irish in their effort to drive de Courcey from
Downpatrick (A.D. 1177) were disastrously defeated and according
to a passage in the ‘Annals of Inisfallen,” quoted in a note by O’Dono-
van to the Four Masters, III., 31, ““ The Archbishop of Armagh,
the Bishop of Down, and all the clergy were taken prisoners ; and
the English got possession of the croziers of St. Comgall and St.
Dachiarog, besides a bell called Ceolan an Tighearna. They after-
wards, however, set the bishops at liberty and restored the Canon
Phatruic and the bell, but killed all the inferior clergy and kept the
other noble relics.” These relics, which included the crozier of St.
Dachiarog, are stated to have remained in the hands of the English.

In A.D. 1380, “ Mortimer led an army into Ulster and many
buildings were destroyed, viz., Errigal, etc.” (Ann. Clonmacnoise,
L, 307.)

When sinking graves in the old churchyard numerous dressed
stones have from time to time been brought to light—portions of
corbals, pillars, and even sculptured heads. For many years there
stood in the demesne at Favour Royal, amongst a number of old
stones, what is believed to have been the ancient font of this church.
At the suggestion of the late Rev. J. Wallace Taylor, LL.D., it was
removed to the parish church of St. Matthew (Ballinasaggart), and
reconsecrated or dedicated anew to its proper use. Originally it
was found in a farmhouse where it was used for mashing or crushing
furze (in the vernacular ‘ pounding whins ’) for feeding horses. It
consists of two parts—the base and the bowl—both circular. The
base stands ten inches high, and is in diameter eighteen inches at
the ground, tapering to twelve and a half inches at the top. It is
ornamented with hole and circle ornament and a few indistinct
lines. The bowl is seventeen inches high, twenty-two inches in
diameter, and ten inches in depth. It is ornamented with what
seems a trefoil ornament.

The ruins of the old church are situated in the townland of
Gort, but at a later date a friary was built on a site about
a mile from Errigal Diachiarog, in a meadow just behind the east
end of the parish church of Errigal Keeroge, or as it is locally named,
Ballinasaggart. An old man known as * Patrick M‘Kenna of the
Friary,” informed the late Rev. Dr. Taylor, that many years before
he had levelled down the foundations and that the meadow behind
his house was still known as ““ the Friary Meadown.” According to
Ware, Con O'Neill, in 1489, erected a Friary at Errigal Keeroge.
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CHAPTER XVI

ERRIGAL KEEROGE (Continued).

or Ballygawley ; acquired by Sir
Archibald Hamilton in
Thomas Court ;
Thomas Ridge-
and Augher for

The manor of Moyenner,
Gerard Lowther ; Pynnar's report;
possession ; Ballygawley castle . the manor of
Ridgeway's bawn ; Portclare granted to Sir
way ; exchange of Portclare, Thomas Court
an Earldom ; the manor of Favour
the Moutray family.

Royal ; how acquired by

W nce i

» POssession nd left

e lands were let out to
the principal :— Turlough
3rvan, Naboese M‘Gerr,
v ic O’Lappan.

I lispo holding, and
ts '— William Turvin hirst patentee. Sir
called Moyenner and
a Bawn of ( lay and
let to one Mr.

(1618-19) 1'\-;}‘1'
yswther, Knight, hath 1,000 acres
Jiin (Ballygawley) Upon this t
with two flankers, being 8 feet high. This 1s

who is dwelling on the Land in a poor Cabbin : but what
he hath I know not for he refused to show them unto me ;
prought me a list of just twenty Tenants ; but I know not
thev have any estates, for the List does not make any

- of what they hold. As I passed over the land I saw divers
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ploughing ; and this is all that
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from Torwoodlee and settled
in 1616, and was there in 1619
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12 Ingide Ballinasaggert Parigh Church thers is preserved a vary esrly

Christian Font, having the gpectsacle sign found on early 3cottish

monumen tg . The late Dr. Tgylor, Recotr of Brrigsl Trusgh, infomed

me that he hsed found this, togehter with « 3he@ls-ne-Gig, now in

Bslfast luseum, snd another gbone carved with @ ram hosd on a rocke ry

ke o ¢ P

? cont. in Favor Royal, the present home of Major Mootry, where presumably

‘} the rém's head gtone still remains. Dp. Taylor oongidered that

all csme from Errigal Keeroge old church.

Y




S ——

TYK 59:b

iju' (,‘fjrme qu ((qsr) g

5"7"5 townland Rrrigal, Parigh of Nrripal-¥eoropue. Anolent Clurgh,

formnmerly Alpecgal Rachiares (Hhe Churoh 0 Jte Lu0Nit V2 ONYE K
vary importent gebtilenent of'ten mentionod My the crnaligig .
L vary eariy and primitive g bone tomion Cross remeing in the LYEVOYaYd o

othar ro llog of this early celtlo fourdetion n.e &1 interog ting s tone

font now preserved In Ballynegagpghrt Periah Olucoh tbout one nile
digtent., The hige on whioh thig.font 1§ pleoed 1g perwmpkaile in havin
the only exémple in Imelend of the2pe gan gpeatnole 3 nadol (or Gouble
oirole oonnected by a line) onrved upon it. This sppuuw to cenneat
it o th the esprly ilotiah Clmrohes of Jootland vliaprs thisg gwmhel 19
frequently met with-in ssgcoiation with the -arliest Chrls tian
monumen tg Thisg font weg found in & reokery in Fevor oyal Demegne
hy the lste Reve. J. V'erllege ayvlor L.D.D.J topbther with a8 vany
primitive feiwluo im&ge or "sheela-ra-Grig" (now in R8lfegt Hug oum)
and snothepr goulptured ghone withaa ram's hewd degoration. “here

1y dole dount thet they osme origina lly from frelgnl Keervgue. It
18 reocorded that thypre wee ¢ round tower here, ut no Lrice ig now

to he geen. An ad lacent !Moly Vell 13 gtlll pointed out,

s
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300  ParisHES oF ERRIGLEKEEROGUE AND FAuGHART,

NOTES ON CHURCH, PARISH, &o. Leslie 07”) %

Erriglekeerogue—Alriagal Dachiarog— the church of S, Dachiarog,**
e peasantry called it in 1816 Errigal Kieran (see article by Rev. John
Groves in Mason’s Parochial Survey). The parish was also called in the Visig.
ation Books, ete., Ballinasaggart—i.e., “the town of the priests.” The ruing ¥
of the ancient church in the T.L. of Gort on the top of the hill 3 miles W. $9.: 6 3
of Ballygawley contain several carved stones of an old Erlnrylesta 18, .«
for the 2nd order of th i - 4
are also the ruins of affl which mark the church as an ancient i
1c Toundation as a1SO-OES & massiveﬁe-ﬁrc-mlﬁ feet high, of archaic ;
form with solid disk ; there is a boss in theTentre of t, m §7 . ‘3
of incised lines. An outline of the cross is given in Jour. R.8.A.L, 1907, v
P- 195. The ruins of the church, the Round Tower and the Cross are vested s
in the Board of Works as National Monuments, and the graveyard in the
Clogher District Council.
In 1622, as we are told,  the church was a building” (R.7.). In 1633 '
the value of the R. was £80 (R.7.). In 1731—*“R. not resident, hath a
glebe, but no parsonage house” (Parl. Ret.). In 1766 the names of the 222
Protestant and 371 R.C. families are given by townlands in the Parl. Res,
Onees Doyle was then * Popish Priest.” Richmount glebe house was
built in 1780 at the cost of £785 14s. 1d. The present church was built
near the site of the old one, in 1832, at a cost of £1,000 British, and con-
secrated Sep. 7, 1832, dedicated to St. Matthew.
The Perpetual Curacy of Ballygawley was established chiefly out of
this parish in 1830.
The advowson of Erriglekeerogue seems to have gone in 1610 with the
estates of Portclare, which were granted by James I to Sir Thomas Ridge-
way, who sold them with the advowson to Sir James Erskine, Aug. 19,
1622. A question seems to have arisen as to whether the advowson went
with them, for the Crown recovered it about this time from him (Lambeth
MS8S. 943, Letters of Wentworth). The Crown, however, regranted it to
him on July 12, 1630. Rev. A. Erskine’s co-heiresses—two Miss Erskines
m., one, Anne, a Moutray, the other, Mary,a Richardson, and these families
seem to have pres. in turn until by deed, dated April 18, 1803, John
Corry Moutray bought out Sir Wm. Richardson’s moiety for £2,000.
At Disestablishment the Moutray family received £4,687 5s. 9d. com pensa-
tion for its loss, but handsomely endowed this parish and Ballygawley, and
were allowed to retain its patronage.
REooRDS ExTANT:—In P.R.O. Baptisms and Burials from 1812-75,
Marriages 1812-48. Registers since these dates with Incumbent.

e Fran 8, circa 1489, by Con U NEill. There

okt b cmfuwson we ttr Wleubure
Whu e doo  sibes Sq:6+13 ad
" j(’.,,_‘,{s asociakd  viltl fpe, .
Tais orhds 6 farheckdy canflicd
amd wmike ve  site nawmy gd a—k{aJS
asvecubd vith e
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& No. | Locality, Ord. Survey | No. of Ord. |

- on |Townland,andnearest| Map, and Situation. | Description.

&+ Map. | Railway Station. if marked. \ |
— : '

-
feet = 3 | Errigal-Keroge. N.W. In old graveyard A massive cross, 6 feet
with £ oy Gort. 59 on top of hill, 3 | high, of archaic form with
ious (q‘. "y “ D Ballygawley. (m.) miles west of Bally- fulid disk ; there is a boss
rod. 2 Ly ' iguwley. in the centre of the west
lster l | side, and traces of incised

‘ lines.
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o6 uildwiss (ks N 247-298 € 9)

5 - Apnlies to a very ancient ‘structure (in
rains) said to have been built in the six-
th century by St.Kieran, and destroved by
Oliver Cromwell about the middle of the
gixteenth century.The porch is being
repaired. Situated in the townland of
Gort and % mile N.of Ballynasageart P.O. | &
?R'Mm&o.ﬂonemBlwgo |
3 ' Apnlies to an ancient Celtic Cross which
stands immediately west of the ruins of
the Church said to heve been originally
over the principal doorway. It stands
' ahout 5 ft.high and on which are several
markings which cannot be deciphered.
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