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NOTE [

UNTY

A MEDIEVAL CARVED STONE FROM ERRTGAL KEEROGUE CHURCH, COj TYRONE

]

Early in 19801_});- Peter Harbison, archaeologist with Bord Fa,L;‘.lte, drew the
writer's attention to the existence of an unusual 'tombstone', formerly located
at Errigal Keerogue church, Gort townland (0.S. 6 in. Tyrone, sheet 59; grid
reference H5835570). Though seen at the site some years previously, the stone
was no longer at this State Care monument and was feared stolen. Local
enquiries, however, revealed that the stone had been removed for safekeeping by
the parish priest, and, following his death, had been stored by a local
schoolteacher. The stone has now been returned to the care of the Historic
Monuments and Buildings Branch, Department of the Environment (N.I.) and a

replica is to be placed at the church.

{%he stone, approximately 46 cm. wide, 9 cm. deep and with a ‘surviving length

of 91 cm., depicts on one face a threEFquarfer length human figure carved in
Pi.t

a very low relief, indeed almost incise*ﬁ On both long sides are carved two

(PL-2)
shallow lines which run the full surviving 1engtqé There is no corresponding

(1k¢nﬂh pn#ﬂy da,nuﬂed)

decoration on the probably originalﬁiower end, whilst the upper end is damaged.
The rear face is entirely rough, without dressing. In one corner of the carved
face, against the head outline, is a small rectangular depression, 8 cm. by
3 cm.y 0.75 cm. deep. This is not repeated elsewhere on the stone and may not
be contemporary with the figure carving. No firm interpretation can be offered
for it, though its regular shape suggests a socket for an iron bar, which would
have risen perpendicularly from the stone.

i found

L}he figure lies within a poorly-defined borderkon the longer sides only, most
clearly seen in the lower half of the slab, where it has a width of 8-9 cm.
Its clarity here appears to be related to the definition of the lower arms, since

The beorder
around the upper arms and shoulders it is barely visible. Lik is undecorated,

/and



and may have been intended to suggest the outline of a coffin.

[En immediate impression of the figure within is that it is meant to portray
a knight, but apart from the general posture of the arms there are no features
of clothing, armour or sword to support this. The area adjacent to the left
arm was closely examined for traces of a sw“d'either under it or parallel to
it, but no evidence was found, ﬁeizg;r can the shape of the border on this

2
side bf taken as such a feature.

i @ &
L::ml‘jint Suqqes
[&he very low relief that details of clothing have heen

abraded/ but, while damage marks are visible on the carving, abrasion on such
an overall scale appears unlikely. Whilst the general smoothing out of 'soft'
items of clothing, such as a surcoat or brigandine, or even chain-mail, might
be possible, there are no traces of 'hard' items, such as buckles or plates.
The line across the right shoulder is not a besagew (protecting plate) but

damage to the stone.

[%he outline of the hands, expressed in quite a severe triangulated form, is

suggestive of chain-mail gloves, but there is no accompanying mail delineation
NSERT :

e ST iSert
)LIT'COf>’ (;;_;;;;; or arma{%(ﬁé%‘ﬁzgg of the figure is expressed as a sub-circular hollow,

2ELowW PL

'Ewith an average diameter of 17 cm., and 2.5 cm. deep. Though the outline of
.this feature is fairly well defined, the junction with the shoulders, without
e neck, is irregular. Since the feature appears original, it is suggested that
some EE;facial representation, possibly in another medium (e.g., wood, brass,
alabaster) was ingerted. There are no dowel holes to aid attachment, but this
form of embellishment, most commonly on incised figure carving of the 14th and 15th

ﬁ centuries, is not uncommon in a Furopean context (Greenhillf’1976,_nassin1).
: 1,

X msert [/ The passie poschar A T hands sver Tha grom st a
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[%len in all, then, the absence of distinctive apparel, particularly a sword,

suggests that although interpretation of the figure as a knight is the likely

and conventional one, there is little detail to support this. Assuming such
however,

an interpretation for the sake of argument,,;the absence of plate armour (early

15th~century floruit (Greenhill/ 1976, 158)) and the low relief of the carving

(later carving has fuller relief (Huntf‘1974, passim )) suggests at the latest

il
a 14th-century date for the work.

[&o close parallels have been found for the piece, and its context at Errigal
Keerogue is unexplained. There is nothing in the surviving church fabric to
indicate the presence of a tomb niche, and the stone, a dark reddish-grf&
sandstone, is not common at the site. Though a full account of the site has
yet to be published (Brannon and Hamlin, forthcoming), and despite some
historical confusions between it and the nearby Ballynasaggart church
(P.S.A.M.N.I., 254), there are no known historical personages associated with

JE Cgos £ 5.€C»
the site with whom the carving can be linked. N F. BRANNON
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Studies on Early Ireland: Essays in Honour of M.V. Duignan, y
USING MILLS ON SUNDAY ‘]
Ann Hamlin

The Cdin Domnaig or Law of Sunday was one of the four main laws {cdna) of Early Christian Ireland. It has been
dated to both the eighth and ninth centuries and the 887 entry in the Annals of Ulster may not mark the Law's first
introduction: ‘An epistle came with the pilgrim to Ireland, with the “Cain Domnaigh’, and other good instructions’.!
C3in Domnaig is a composite three-part text, and this note is concerned mainly with provisions in the first part, the
Epistil Isu or Letter of Jesus.2 This argues in detail for Sunday observance and sets out rewards and punishments for its
keeping or for violations of its sanctity.

It is not in the nature of the source to give great detail, for it takes a huge range of everyday practice for granted, butin
listing those activities which are and are not allowed on a Sunday it gives some valuable glimpses of ordinary life in
perhaps the eighth and ninth centuries. .

Amongst those activities forbidden on Sunday in Epistil Isu is ‘grinding in mill or quern’ {chapter 17).23 In chapter
23 we find ‘grinding in a mill on Sunday after the swearing of the law, if it be a mill of the laity, an ounce of silver [is the
fine on the first occasion] for it, and five seds from that out. If, however, it be a church mill, a cumbhal is the fine for
grinding in it on Sunday. Whatsoever guern is ground with on Sunday, it shall be broken, and a half ounce of silver
[imposed] on the man or woman who grinds with it. If it be a man-<ervant or woman-servant who grinds with it, his
clothes shall be burned, and he himself driven out of the place.’ Chapter 24 explains that it is the mill or quern owner’s
duty to enforce the law, and chapter 27 provides for a fine of ‘five half-ounces of silver for drying in a kiln on the eve
of Sunday, and the kiln to be burned’, perhaps to guard against preparations for the illegal use of the mill next day?
Cain Domnaig itself, a technical legal tract, includes provisions for the ‘supervision of Sunday with respect te mills and
woods and roads’.4

The clear distinction drawn between lay and church mills is interesting, especially in considering the likely context of
the Early Christian horizontal mills recently studied in detail by Dr MG L Baillie.5 Also interesting for archaeologists is
the punishment of breaking stones illegally used on Sunday. During my field survey of pre-Norman ecclesiastical sites in
Northern Ireland | have been impressed by how many fragments of broken querns can still be found, and this Law
reminds us that wear was not the only reason for the breaking of quern stones.

Much archaeological information remains to be “excavated” from Ciin Domnaig. Through it we can see an
agricultural society about its daily business — business which it is the archaeologist’s and historian’s task to reconstruct
from the surviving evidence: ‘On Sunday there shall be no dispute, or law suit, or assembly, or strife, or bargain, or
horse-driving, or sweeping the floor of a house, or shaving, or washing, or bathing or washing clothes, or grinding in mill
or quern, or cooking, or churning, or yarn-weaving, or adultery, or journeying by anyone beyond the borders of his
own territory, or racing, or shooting with spear or arrow, or riding on horse or ass, or boiling food, or swimming, or
horse-riding, or splitting firewood, or coracle on water,’

Notes

W. M. Hennessy, Annals of Ulster, | (Dublin, 1887), 404-5.

J.F. Kenney, The Sources for the Early History of Ireland: Ecclesiastical (Columbia, 1929}, 476-7; K. Hughes,
Early Christian Ireland: Introduction to the Sources (London, 1972), 80-2; D. Whitelock in Irefand in Early
Medieval Europe (forthcoming, Cambridge, 1982).

J.G. O'Keeffe, ‘Cain Domnaig’, Eriu, 2 {1905), 189-214 gives text and translation of Epistil f5u and is the source
of the translations used here.

V. Hull, ‘Cain Domnaig’, Eriu, 20 (1966}, 162-3,

M. Baillie, ‘Dendrochroneclgy — the Irish View', Current Archaeclogy, 73 {(1980), 62-3.

O'Keeffe 1905 (see note 3), 200-203.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXCAVATIONS, ERRIGAL KEEROGUE CHURCH, CO TYRONE INTERIM SUMMARY

Work undertaken 3 March-3 April 1980; Beaghmore team. Objectives - to make a
full record of previous conservation work; to complete photographic coverage of
masonry; to examine foundations of all walls; to examine evidence for N and §
doors; to test for a W door; to examine fully the N wall; to test for evidence

that the E end of the church might be a later extension. To consider these
factors for future caonservation.

Trenches were opened at various points inside and outside the church. Due to
intensive burial, soil stratigraphy was absent. Numerous human bones, coffin
fragments and furniture were uncovered but reburied. A few sherds of everted

rim coarse pottery were excavated and retained. More than one type of foundation
structure was noted, varying from complete absence through to well faced coursed
footings. In numerous instances foundations on one side of a wall differed in
type from those on the other. Detailed drawings and photographs made. No floor
levels inside the church were noted.

e —

The N and S doors were prreviously presented 8 gaps within those walls. 1In the

N door, one side (W) was defined by a large 'foundation' slab upon which the wall
&tood. Excavations found that the wall in fact ran beneath the door area and

that traces of a formal opening were not surviving, The S door was previously defined)|
by two steps. On the W side a large 'foundation' stone formed an apparent edge.

The slabs forming the steps were shown to rest on soil as opposed to being part of

a8 masonry build. This would suggest a late date, possibly a 'formalisation! of a

gap in the wall. Inside the doorway excavations found a break in footings but the
reasons for this were not clear. Complete excavation would have necessitated
destruction of the present doorway and was therefore avoided.

beneath this area (caused by burial) had weakened facing support. There was no
evidence (change in footings, worked stone, density of occupation material) to
indicate a W door. No work was done outside the W gable.

The N wall appeared to be one Place where evidence for an E extension to the church
might be obtained., There was a noticeable contrast between footings from W to E

on the outer face of the wall, However, there was a similar contrast between l
inner and outer faces, confusing interpretation, '

marked, but could not be used to indicate constructional phases. As well as this
feature, it was frequently noted that a thin soil horizon intruded between base of
wall and footings. In an attempt to resolve this&inconsistencies, part of the N
wall was demolished to obtain a section through it, However, this revealed traces
of an earlier wall, and as such failed to answer this question.

Future Conservation

No evidence was recovered to date the surviving building. No evidence was found
to date or accurately gauge the size or authenticity of N and S doors. As such,
it would seem that the best approach would be to present them as they have
previously been presented, although with a certain amount of tidying up.
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A length of the W section of the S wall has been incorrectly restored. This

should be demolished and realigned between the inner SW corner and the W edge of
the 8 door.

Much of the inner face of the E half of the N wall has been disturbed by burial.
A line may be established from the inner NE corner to the surviving inner facing
adjacent to the N door. Facing should not be continued to a height greater than
just above ground level. The N door can be presented as previously. Facing

lines exist for the W half of the N wall and conservation in this area should be

straightforward, although certain peculiarities of the inner face should be
examined closely. :

NAE 144 50



