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The role of LVIA

Frofessional judgement in LVIA

What does landscape mean?

The UK has signed and ratificd the Toropean Tandscape Convention [ELC sinee 2002,
when the last edition of this guidance was published. The recognition that government
has thus siven o landscape mattors raisey the profile of this important area and
emphasises the rele that landscape can play as an integracng framework for many
areas of policy. The ELC s designed ro achieve improved approaches wo the planming,
management and protecuon of landscapes throughout Europe and to put people at the
heart of this process.

The ELC adopts a delinition of landscape that 1s now being widely used in many
different situations and is adoptled in this guidance: 'Tandscape is an area, as perceived
by peaple, whose character 15 Lhe resule of the action and interaction of nacural andior
human facrors’ (Council of Burope, 20001, This definition reflects the thinking that
emerged in cthe UK in the late 19805 and carly 12905 and was summarised in the 20012
guidance on Landscape Character Assessment. The inclusive nature of landscape was
caprured there in a paragraph stating thar:

Landscape is about the relationship borween people and place. It provides the
setring for our dav-to-day lives, The rerm does nor mean just special or designated
landscapes and it docs not omly apply to the countryside. Landscape can mean a
small patch of urban wasteland as much as a mountain range, and an urban park
as much as an expanse of lowland plain. Tt resules from the way that different
componenls of our cnviromment — both natural (the influences of geology, soils,
climate, lora and fauna) and coltural {the historical and current impact of Tand
use, settlement, cniclosure and other human inrerventions) — interact together and
are perceived by us. People’s pereoptions turn land ince che conceptl of landscape.

iswanwick and Land Use Consultants, 2002: 2)

This guidance embraces thiv broad interpretation of whar landscape means and nses
it throughoul Tr is nor only comeerned with landscapes thac are recognised as being
special or valuable, bor is alse about the ordinary and the everyday — the landscapes
where people live and work, and spend their leisure time. 'The same approach can be
taken in all these ditferent landscape settings, provided that full attention s given to
the parucolar characterivnios of each place.

Phe importance of the FLC defininion is thac ic moves bevand the idea rhar landscape
is anly a matter of aesthetics and visual amenity. Instead 1t encourages a focns on
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2 Definitions, scope and context

landscape as a resource in its own might. [L provides an integrared way of concep-
tualising our surroundings and s inereasingly considered to provide a usetul spatial
frameworl for thinking about a wide range of environmental, land use and develop
nlent 1ssues,

The ELC definioion of landscape 15 melusive. Artcle 2 of the Buropean Landscape 2.5
Clomvention scares chat

Subject to the provisions contained in Aracle 15, this Convention applies o the
entire territory of the Parties and covers natural, rural. urhan and peri-urban

Figure 2.1A-D The European Landscape Convention definition of
landscape is inclusive and covers natural, rural, urkan and

peri-urban areas. It includes land, inland water and marine
areas
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areas. [Uincludes land, inland water and marine areas. It concerns landscapes that
might be considered ourstanding as well as cveryday or degraded landscapes.
(Council of Durope, 20000

The definition therefore applics, among other things, ro:

® all types of rural landscape, trom high mountaims and wild countesside to urban
tringe farmland {rural landscapes);

@ marine and coastal landscapes (seascapes);

& the l:ﬂldscapes of 'L-'l'”;ag::'_x-j towns and cites [ Lt }1,4.-'||.kc;1ppt5:|,

Rural landscapes have been the main focus of atention for a number of vears. Now
both townscape and seascape have also emerged uy particular sub-sets of landscape®
for consideration. This guidance 15 equally applicable to all torms of landscape and
does not separate townscape and seascape oul for special treamment. However, for
clanty the following paragraphs define chese terms. All TVTA work needs Lo respond
ri the particular contexe in which ir rakes place. Whether the project is located in a
ruval, an urban or a marine context, actentinn will necd 1o be pald oo the distineove
characrer of the arca and reterence made o any relevant specific guidance.,

Chapter 5 sets out how the different forms of landscape are assessed to provide
baseline descriptions for LA,

Townscape

Townscape” refers to areas where the built cnivironment is dominant. Villages, towns
and cities olien make important contributions as clements in wideropen landscapes
but townscape means the landscape within the buileup area, including the buildings,
the relationships between them, the different types of urban open spaces, including
green spaces, and the relationship between buildings and open spaces. There are
unportant relationships wich che historic dimensions of landscape and townscape, since
evidence ot rhe way thar villages, wwns and cities change and develop over tine con-
tributes to their current form and characrer,

Seascape

The importance of coasts and seascapes as pare of our marine cnvironmene has inereas-
ingly been acknowledged, not least due to the growing pressures being placed upon
them by new forms of development, notably aguaculiure, offshore wind farms, Lidal
energy schemes and the development of coastal risk managemont defences. 1'he defi-
nition of landscape [eom the Foropean Landscape Convention includes seascapes and
marine environments. As the UK Marine Policy Statement indicates, ‘seascape should
o raken as meaning lundscapes with views of the coast or seas, and coasts and the
adjacent marine environment with enltural, historical and archaeological links with
cach other” (HM Government, Northern Ireland Exceutive, Scordsh Governmoent and
Wolsh Assembly Governmenr, 2011: 210,
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